
IN TEXT CITATION FLOW CHART 
 

 
 

 
Does the source have an author? 
(It will be the FIRST thing listed 

in the citation. If the citation 
starts with the title, it does NOT 

have an author) 

YES 

Does the source have more than 
one author? 

YES NO Write the author’s last 
name. 

Does the 
source have 
more than 3 

authors? 

YES 
NO 

Write all of the author’s LAST 
names in the order they are listed 

in the citation. The first two 
should be separated by commas 
and the third name by an “and.”   

Write the first 
author’s name 

and et al. 
 
 
 

Does the source have a page 
number? 

YES NO 

Then leave it, 
that’s all you 

need! 

Write the first page that 
you pulled the 

information from. 

NO 

Write whatever comes 
first on the citation (it’s 
the title). Only write the 

first three words of a 
long title. If a title is 
italicized or has 

quotation marks, make 
sure you include those 

as well. 


